. Consumer demand for cheap frozen vegetables.

. Cost of production outside Australia is low. Retailers
provide cheap frozen vegetables to consumers to
maintain market share and profit.

. To provide the consumer with counter season supply.

. Supply of fresh niche or specialty products not currently

grown in Australia.

PRICE AND QUANTITY'

AUD/kg FIG 1: PRICE AND VOLUME HISTORY FOR FRESH BEAN IMPORTS
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- Frozen bean import volumes are consistent, averaging
570 tonnes each month in 2017

. Price of frozen bean imports is stable around $1.52
($CIF) per kilogram

« Since 2012, frozen bean imports have fallen by
approximately 25% by weight. The exact reason is
unknown, however it could be due to consumers

eating less frozen beans or supermarkets sourcing
more local product.

KEY TERMS

FOB: Freight on Board (e.g. price in exporting country)
CIF: Cost, Insurance and Freight (e.g. price landed in Australia)
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In 2017, import data for beans (Vigna spp., and Phaseolus spp.)
showed:

Australia imported 732 tonnes of fresh beans'

Australia imported 6,864 tonnes of frozen beans'

Australia produced 29,039 tonnes of beans domestically in
financial year 2016-172

Frozen beans accounted for about 90% of imported bean
product, typically as 500g-1kg packets

Volumes of fresh bean imports are up compared to
2016

Price of fresh bean imports is variable in both timing
and volume

In 2017 prices decreased and ranged between $0.50
and $2.00 per kg CIF

Due to the broad category of ‘fresh beans’ it is difficult
to determine exactly what type of beans this category
represents

FIG 2: AUSTRALIAN IMPORTS OF FROZEN BEANS
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The project Understanding the nature, origins, volume and value of vegetable imports (VG12083) is a strategic levy investment under the Hort Innovation Vegetable Fund

Bean imports 2017

WHERE DO IMPORTS COME FROM?

FIG 3: IMPORTS OF BEANS (VIGNA SPP., PHASEOLUS SPP.)
FRESH OR CHILLED BY QUANTITY
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FIG 4: IMPORTS OF FROZEN BEANS BY COUNTRY
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Source:
1-Tradedata International; 2 - Hort Innovation, 2016/17 Statistics Handbook; 3 - Schmutz et al (2014) A reference genome for common bean and genome-
wide analysis of dual domestications, Nature Genetics 46, 707-713; 4 - Colmar Brunton (2016-2017), Wave 37, Project Harvest Monthly Tracker Reports.

Disclaimer: Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited (Hort Innovation) and RM Consulting Group Pty Ltd (RMCG) make no representations and expressly disclaims

all warranties (to the extent permitted by law) about the accuracy, completeness, or currency of information in Understanding the nature, origins, volume and value of
vegetable imports (VG12083). Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation is entirely at your own risk. Hort Innovation and RMCG are not responsible for,
and will not be liable for, any loss, damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any way, including from any Hort Innovation or other
person’s negligence or otherwise from your use or non-use of Understanding the nature, origins, volume and value of vegetable imports (VG12083), or from reliance on
information contained in the material or that Hort Innovation provides to you by any other means.

Hort Innovation Project Understanding the nature, origins, volume and value of vegetable imports (VG12083). This document is a summary; for more detailed

information on bean (and other vegetable) imports, please request the full annual report from Hort Innovation, or contact RMCG for further information.
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